CHAPTER IV
1731-1800
Copyright Bills of 1735 end 1737. Additional depository libraries
suggested. The Royal Library under George II. Sion College. The
(Umvenity) Copyright Act, 1775.
THE Copyright Act of 1709 was due to expire in the April of 1731.
In the March of that year the Governor of Sion College solicited
the help of a friendly Member of Parliament named Oglethorp
with a view to his getting the Act renewed "with such amend-
ments as the Parliament might think fit."1 But since the Act had
been obtained at the request of the booksellers, it could not be
renewed without their application.
When the publisher-booksellers found to their consternation
that the profitable works of Shakespeare, Milton, Dryden, Con-
greve, and others were free for any to print, they presented a
petition2 to the House of Commons in the March of 1735. This
was favourably received and delegated to a Committee. A week
later the Committee reported,3 and leave was granted to intro-
duce a Bill.
On hearing that the Act was about to be revived, the Librarian
of Sion College visited the President of the College with a dause
for insertion in the Bill, ensuring a renewal of the copyright privi-
lege for the library. The President, however, had already put in a
claim.4 The Bill5 passed the House of Commons on 1 May 1735,
and on 6 May it was sent to the House of Lords. The Lords,
however, would not agree to its provisions, and by June the Bill
was dead.
Although the Copyright Act of 1709 lapsed in the April of
1731, it was not until the passing of the Act of 1814 that the pro-
visions relating to the delivery of copies of books for the use of the
Sion College Court Minutes, vol. B, p. 144.
Brtt Ma*. 357, c. 2 (80), 1735.
Brit. Mm. 357, c 2 (73), 1735,
Sion College Court Mtwto, vol. B, p. 179.
Unfortunately a copy of this Bill has not survived.